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MEMORADUM
*********

To' The Board of Oil, Gas, and Minlng

From: James w. snith Jt^'g
Reclamatlon SoLls Speeiallst

Subject: I,lhite Mountain Gypsr-rn Company
Whlte Mountain Gypsun Mlne
Mlllard County, Utah

,. .-.ACf /O27l001.,-.

The Division staff has reviewed the Mlning and Reclamation Plan
subnitted by l,ltrlte Mountal.n Gypsr;m Company for the I'ltrite Mountain Gypsurn
Mine and feel-s that the plan meets the requirements of the Utah Mined
Land RecLamation Act. The Divlsion seeks the Boardts concurrence to
grant tentatlve approval and the Boardts opinlon of the form and anount
of surety. An Executive Sunmary and Surety Estimate are attached for
your review.

.rws/pf
enc: Executive Strmmary and Surety Estinate



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
********* *******

tr'ltrite Mountain Gypsr:m Company

Wtrite MountaLn Gypsum Mine
Acr/027 /o0r

Sectlons 10, 11, & 14, Townshlp 22 South,
Millard County, Utah

Range 6 Ltest



Location:

This ninlng operation is located in Mlllard County, approximately 9 miles
southwest of Fl-11-more, l-n an area known as the Black Rock Desert. The area
just north of the ninlng sLte is a point of geological interest, eontaining
lava beds and volcanic craters. See attached map.

Soils and Geology:

The area is a nearJ-y level old lake terrace composed prLnarLly of very
shalLow Kanosh loams and Deseret sllty clay loams. These soLls are strongly
sallne and calcareous having high concentrations of gypsun. Slopes are 0 -
2%, the drainage Ls good to poor, and the water holding eapacity is high to
low. Erodibility ls moderate to slight.

Hydrology:

Precipitation for this area averages around 10 inehes per year. There
are no perennial streams in the mining area, wlth only a few scattered
ephemeral- channels draining into the desert.

Ecology:

The area has a 1ow natural fertillty, supportLng a sparse vegetatLve cover
of greasewood, shadscale, rabbitbush, alkal-i sacaton, sand dropseed, Indlan
ricegrass, pickleweed, and other associated forbs. The prl-ncipaL use of the
area is rangel-and, whLch would be classl-fled as belng in generally poor con-
dition.

Structures and Facillties:

There are presentl-y no structures or facil-ities on-sLte and none are
planned for the future, since the operation only involves scooping up the
dunes of gypsum whlch have acculmul-ated through wlnd deposition. The dunes
are between 85 and 95 percent gypsun and are removed uslng a front-end
loader and trucks during the dry sunmer season.



Mlnl-ng and Reclarnation:

Durlug Operatlons:

l. Approxlnately 8 - 10 acres of gypsr:rn dunes w111 be removed annually,
over a 4 - 5 year period, durlng the surmer monthe.

2. A front-end loader wlll be used to scoop up the dunes and trucke will
be utllized to haul- the materlal arilay on existLng roads.

3. No surface facllltiea or structures wtll be constructed.

4. There will be no stockpiles and no waste wtIl be generated.

After Operations:

l. The operator has cornraltted to compl-y wlth alL applicable Reclamation
Standards adopted under the Utah Mlned Land Reclamation Act.

2. The disturbed surfaces w111 be harrowed, broadcast seeded with a
dlverse seed mixture, and drag covered each'fall, followLng the annual
gypsum removal.

Impacts:

Reooval of the gypsum dunes whlch have accumuLated through wLnd deposltLon
should have no slgnlflcant lmpact on the envlronnent, except for possibly an
increase in the amount of dust partl.cles normaLly in the air during the perLod
of operation.

Surety Estlmate:

8s{
The reclamatlon surety for this operation was estlmated to be $2148.00,

whLch includes a 5Z tnflation factor for the estlmated ltfe of the operation
of 5 years. It also includes removal of trash and debrls, five annual lnspectl-ons
and an annual revegetation of ten acres of disturbed surface, Lncludlng super-
vLsion, A copy of the surety estlmate is attached.

Appl-ication History:

AprLL 24, 1.978 ' I'Ihite Mountain Gypsr,mts submisslon of
MR Forms I & 2 received by Divislon.

July 11, L978 Divlsion ftel-d inspection.

July 18, 1978 Division letter to Wtrite Mountaln
Gypsr:m requesting additlonal informatlon.

July 21, L978 Divlsion recelved MR Forn 8,
geftm{gpgnt to Rule M-10



Appllcatlon History, cont!

August 16, 1978 Mr. Ken Mlgchelbrl,nk of Snith and
Ardussl, Inc. (owners of l.lhlte Mtn.
Gypsun) vLsited DLvLslon to dLscuss
operatl.on.

September 25, L978 Division receLved map.

October 24' 1978 DlvLsion letter to Wtrlte Mtn. Gypsum
reguesting the balance of the lnfornation
requested Ln July.

October 27, L978 Mr, Joseph Sauve of wtrite Mtn. Gypsum
called to discuss latest DivLsion letter.

November 20' L978 Dlvislon recel.ved l-etter with additional
infornation from Ken Migchelbrink of
Sntth and Ardussi, Inc.

June 19' L979 Dlvision completed plan revlew, surety
estimate, and executLve sunmary.



DryIsIoN oF olt, cAs, AI{D MIt{iI{c
. EOIID ESfIJ'{ATE

OPEMTOR:
rfiT? NAME:
IOCATTCIT:
cotDrlrlt:
DATE:

White Mountaln Gypsurn
Whlte Mountain Gypsum
Secs. 10, 11, & 14; T.
Mlllard
June 19, L979

22 S.; R. 6 I{.

Oper6ticn

CLEAI{-UP
1. Femcval of structures & equipnent.
?- Remo.ral of trash L aebris,
3. L::.eling of ancil!.ary fscil_ities

pads antl aecess roaC.6..

REGFJDTI{G & RECCNJ.OURrNG
-1. Ea:-ih'.rc;k I:-:clu,ling haulege bndl

6radlng of spoils, veste ancl over_
burden.

2. 'Reco::touring of highwalls ancl'excavation-<.
- 3. Spreading of soil cr su;.ficia1

rraterials

STABiL.IZATTO:I
1. Soir p:epa:atic.n, sr.:arification,

1'ertilizatich, ete.
2. Seeding or planting.
3. Corrst:ptrctioa of te-rraces, vater-

bars, ete.

I,AtsOR
1, SuperrLsicu"
2. L-ebc: exeiusive of bu-l_ldozer tlne.

SAFEIY.
i, E;eci-ioa of r'ences, portei cover-

i.ng::, ete.
2. Renoval or neuti.alization of

explosive or hazardc.us rnsteria't s.

l'ti':rl ?.1F{f NG

L- 
- 
.lc:iclnuir,g c.r pericdic monitc:.ing,
sempl.lng & te;rlng .deened. necessaiy

5Z Inflatlon factor for 5 year life
of operation CAF = L.2763

"r,*8"1"t18turba

"r,l9"t"t98tir.N/A

16 hours.
N/A

N/A

N/A

5 annual
Lnspectlons

$100.00

,-

$2sb. oo

$1s00.00

-4-

$160. oQ

$2s0. 00

$2884.00

f.00/acre

l8t'oo/"""

$50.00 ea.

subtotaL

Total
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